eee 


* * 


« 
* 
" 
+4 
cn 
9 5 
* 
a, 3 * 
2 
US 
* * — 
1 


"4 


A i 1. 2 „ 
Sd 
* - + — 
w ® 4 P 
»s * * 


* - 
. 
* 0 
* 
* 
* 
— . 
LS 
1 * 
* bn 
* 


3 


, 5 


** 
11 


* 


P 


* vw * 


PRACTICAL TR 


* 4 
5s; ®* 82 
< * 
4 
». - 
? J'S 
* *> U \ _- 


up . © 
COIL 3s PPY 1 
N : > COS EPS 2 
— A 
29 annoy go > 
12 
2 89 


. 


2 * wo * 


1 


WILLIAM LAW, 4 My? 


* 


MTS TP 


E * 
$2 9 Ul 


8 
2. 


e 


: 
ls. 2 
— 


» 2. 4 


. 


=. ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following are the ſentiments 
of a Member of the Church of Eng- 


land of eminent prety, w whoſe WrI1INgs 


are a monument to bis praiſe, and ſhew 
| the good underſtanding he had received 
in the wege concern of 4 hfe and fats 
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Have fliewn, that the readi ing of 
flays or any other books of this kind, 
is a dangerous and ſinful entertain- Þ 
ment, that corrupts our hearts, and ſepa- 
rates the Holy Spirit from us. You will If 
now perhaps aſk me, if it is unlawful for 
a Chriſtian to go to the play- houſe. I an- 
ſwer, that it is abſolutely unlawful. As 
unlawful, as for a Chriſtian to be a drunk- 
ard or a glutton, or to curſe and La) 
This 1 think will be eaſily proved. 


We have the authority of ſcripture + to 
affirm, that Foil communication corrupts 
good manners ; and that uned:fying diſcotirſe E 
grieves 4 


„ 

grieves the Holy Spirit, Now the ird 
commandment is not more plain and ex- 
preſs againſt ſcearing, than this doctrine 
is plain and poſitive againſt going to the 
play- houſe. If you ſhould ſee a perſon, 
that acknowledges the third command- 
ment to be a divine prohibition againſt 
| ſwearing, yet going to a houſe and giving 
his money to perſons, who were there met, 


to curſe and ſwear in fine language, and 


invent mufical oaths and imprecations, would 


-you not think'him mad in the higheſt 


degree ? Now conſider, whether there be 
| 2 lefs degree of madneſs in going to the 
play-houſe. You own, that God has 
called you to a great purity of converſa- 
tion, that you are forbid all fooh/b diſ- 
- courſe and filthy jeſtings, as expreſly as you 
are forbid ſtoearing; that you are to let 
no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth, but uch as is good for the uſe 
of edifying ; and yet you go to the houſe 
Jet apart for corrupt communications, you 

| hire perſans to entertain you with all 
manner of ribaldry, prophaneneſs, rant, 
and impurity of diſcourſe; who are to 
„ preſent 
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ſhag you with vile thoughts and lew'd V1? 
imaginations in fine language, and to make 


wicked, vain, and impure diſcourſe more 


lively and affecting than you could poſ- | 
ſibly have it in any ill company. If 14 
the 1 was filled with rakes and ili 4 
women, there would be nothing to be 


wondered at in ſuch an aſſembly.— But 
for perſons who profeſs purity and holi- I 
neſs, who would not be ſuſpected of im- 
modeſty, or corrupt communication, for 


them to come under the roof of a houſe 1 
devoted to ſuch ill purpoſes, and be pleal- 
ed ſpectators of ſuch actions and diſcour- 4 


ſes, as are the pleaſure of the moſt aban- 
doned perſons; for them to give their [ 
money to be thus entertained, is ſuch a 


contradiftion to all piety and common L 
ſenſe, as cannot be ſufficiently expoſed. Jy 
For conſider with yourſelf, is the 


| buſineſs of players ſo contrary to piety, fo 


inconſiſtent with the ſpirit and temper of 
a true Chriſtian, that it is next to a con- 
tradition to ſuppoſe them united? How I 
then can you take yourſelf to be innocent, 
who * in their fins, and hire them 


to commit them ? You may make your- || the 
felf a partaker of other men's fins, by be 
negligence, and for want of reproving || the 
them; but certainly, if you ſtand by, and || fur 
affift men in their evil actions, if you 
make their vices your pleaſure and enter- hor 
tainment, and pay your money to be fo I bei 
entertained, you make yourſelf a partaker | Y% 
of their fins in a very high degree. And oth 
<onfequently, it muſt be as unlawful to | YT: 
go to a play, as it is unlawful to approve, Ma 
| encourage, aſſiſt, and reward a man for | PeO 
renouncing a Chriſtian life. Let there- || ſine 
| fore every man or woman that goes to a ¶ le 
| glay, afk themſelves this queſtion, Whe- then 
ther it fuits with their religion to act the ag 
Parts that are there ated ? Perhaps they 1 
would think this as inconſiſtent with that ene 
degree of piety that they profeſs, as to do I © 
the vileſt things. But let them confider, On 
| that it muſt be a wicked and unlawful I '*.{ 

pleaſure, to delight in any thing that I ture 
| they dare not do themſelves. Let them | © © 
| alſo conſider, that they are really ache IN hap 
thoſe indecencies andimpieties themſelves, | * 
which they think is the particular guilr of but 
| the 


- > — IR 


the players. For a perſon may very juſtly. |] 
be ſaid to do that himfelf, which he pays for 


the doing, and which is done for his pleaq- 


ſure, You muſt therefore, if you would | 
be conſiſtent with yourſelf, as much ab- 
hor the thoughts of being at a lay, as f 
being a layer yourſelf; for to think that 
you muſt, forbear the one, and not the 
other, is as abſurd as to ſuppole, that 
you muſt be temperate yourſelf, but 
may aſſiſt, encourage, and reward other 
people for their intemperance. The bu- 
ſineſs of a player is prophane, wicked, 
lew'd, and immodeſt; to be any way 
therefore approving, aſſiſting, or encou- 
raging him in ſuch a way of life, is as 
evidently ſinful, as it is ſinful to aſſiſt and. 
encourage a man in ſtea/ing, or any other 
wickedneſs. Now it is of mighty uſe to 
conceive things in a right manner, and 
to ſee them as they are in their own na- 
ture. While you conſider the play- houſe 
as only a place of diverfion, it may per- 
haps give no offence to your mind: there 
is nothing /ocking in the thought of it; 
but if you. would lay ade this name of it 


for 


| 


| 


| for a-while, arid conſider it in its oz: 
| nature, as It really i is, you would find that 
ou are as much deceived if you conſider 


| the Play-houſe as only a place of diverſion, 


as you would be, if you conſider the 


| Houſe of God as only a place of labour. 


For though the devil be not profeſſedly 
| worſhipped by hymns diretted to bim, 
yet moſt that is there ſung is to his ſer- 


vice ; he is there obeyed and pleaſed in as 
certain a manner, as God is worſhipped 
and honoured in the church. Hence it 
appears, that if, inſtead of conſidering 


the play-houſe as only a place of diverſion, | 


you will but examine what materials it is 


made of, if you will but conſider the na- 


ture of the entertainment, and what is 


there doing, you will find it as wicked a 
place, as ſinful a diverſion, and as truly 
the peculiar pleaſure and triumph of the 
devil, as any wicked place, or ſinful di- 
| verſion in the heathen world. When 
| therefore you are aſked to go to a play, 
dont think that you are aſked only to go 
| to a dzverfion ; but be aſſured that you are 
. aſked to yezld to the devil, to go over to 


— 


— 
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his purty, and to make ds of, ere 


gregation; that if you do 1 vou! Hane 
not only the guilt of buying lo 


houfe, and doing him the ſame honour, 


as if you was to partake of ſome heathen. | 


Festival. 


Let not therefore any one ſay, that he I | 


much \ vain | 
and corrupt communication, Hut: are allo | 
as certainly guilty of going to the devil's [4 


is not anſwerable for thoſe vices and de- 
bancheries which are occaſioned by the 
play-houje ; for fo far as he partakes of 
the pleaſure of the ſtage, and is an en- 
2 of it, . fo far he is E a 


not be doubted 1 any one, whether 1 — 11 


Play- ouſe be a nurſery of vice and de- 
bauchery, ſince the evil effeds it has up- 


on people's manners, is as viſible as the 


ſun at noon, one would imagine, that all } 
people of virtue and modeſly ſhould not | 


only avoid it, but avoid it with the ut- | 


molt abhorrence ; that they ſhould be fo 


farfrom entering into it, that of ſhould 
Y deteſt 


1% 
a 
4 
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deteſt the very ſight of it. For what a in 
contradiction is it to common ſenſe, to ſh 
hear a woman lamenting the miſerable 7 
lewdneſs and debauchery of the age, the | P. 
vicious taſte, and the irregular pleaſures th 
| of the world, and at the fame time dreſſ- th 
ing herſelf to meet the lewdeſt part of the he 
world, at the fountain-head of all lewd- th 
| nels, and making herſelf one of that be 
crowd, where every abandoned wretch th 
is glad to be preſent. —She muſt there- ce 
fore conſider, not only whether ſuch a it 
diverſion hinders the regularity of her an 
life, or breaks in upon her devotions, pub- ul 
lic or private ; but whether it hinders or N 
| any ways affects that ſpirit and temper, I of 
| which all her devotions aſpire after. Is it gre 
| conformable to that heavenly affection, ye 


| that love of God, that purity of heart, {u 
| that wiſdom of mind, that perfection of dit 


| holineſs, that contempt - of the world, — 
that watchfulneſs and ſelf-denial, that co 
| humility and fear of fin? Is it conform- fol 


able to theſe graces, which are to be 
the daily ſubject of all her prayers ? 
| This is 4 only way for her to know the Sr. 
am 


* 
innocency of going to a play, If what 1 
ſhe there hears. and ſees, has no contra- | Þ 
ricty to any graces or virtues which ſhe | 
prays for; if all that there paſſes be fit for 
the purity and piety of one that is led by 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and is working out 
her ſalvation with fear and trembling ; = 3 
the ſtage be an entertainment that max 
be thought according to the will of God; 
then ſhe diſpoſes of an hour very inno—- 
cently.— If it is right and proper in itſelf, I 
it needs no excuſe ; but if it be wrong 
and dangerous to religion, we are not to 
uſe it cautzouſly, but avoid it conſtantly. I? 
Now though you find no particular text 
of ſcripture, condemning the fage, or 
tragedy, or comedy, in expreſs words ; | 
yet, what is much more, you find that 
ſuch entertainments are a groſs contra- 
diction to the whole nature of religion. 
—The entertainment of the ſtage, as it 
conſiſts of blaſphemous expreſſions, wicked }4 
ſpeeches, ſwearing, curfing, and prophan- 9 
ing the name of God; as it abounds with 
impious rant, filthy jefts, diſtratted paſſions, 
groſs PRC of uſt, and canton forgs, H 
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| is a contradiffion to rocry doffrine that our 
Saviour and his apoſtles have taught us. 
N þ "| a rn e 129 2 29 * 

| I again affirm, that it is, impollible for 


« 


| truly religious people to bear the enter- 
| fainment of the age. For conkuler or 
che matter in this ſhort view. A truſy 
religious perſon is to love and fear and 
| adore God, with all his heart, and with all 
is foul, and with all his firength ; now T 
| alk you, who is it that has this true love 
| of God ? 16 it he that delights in pro- 
phaneneſs at all times? Or, is it he that 
can bear with prophaneneſs ſome times ? 
Or, is ithe that abhors and avoids it at all 
times and in all places? —Am I not there- 
| fore fupported by plain reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe, when I affirm, that it is for 


: 
: 


| 
1 
want of true piety, that any people are 


N 
x 
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able to bear the entertainment of the 
age? Let me deſire you, when you are 
0 dreſſed for a Play, to read over our Sa- 
viour's divine ſermon on the mount, be- 
fore you go; try whether your ſoul is 
full of the ſpirit that is there taught; ex- 
amine whether you then feel in your 
&. Heart ſuch a love of the ſcripture, as to 


n gms + 
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love thoſe conditions of bleſſedneſs that 
are there deſcribed, Bleſſed are the poor in 
ſpirit, blefſed are they that' mourn, bleſſed | 
are they that hunger nt thirſt after 171g hite- 
ouſneſs. Do you find yourſelf in theſe 
heights of holineſs? Ts your ſoul reform. 
ed, purified, and- exalted, according to 


theſe dockrines ? Or can you imagine that j ! 
yon are conforming yourſelf to thoſe doc- 
trines, that you depart from none of |} 
them, when you are preparing yourlelt 8 


for a pleafure, which' is the proper plea- 
ſure of the moſt corrupt and debauche&: 


minds ? Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for [4 
they fhall fee God. Can you think that you 
are rightly affected with this doctrine, + 


3 5 Y | 


that you are labouring after this purity, 
that you are preparing to ſee God, when 
you are going to an entertainment, to 


which ey ought only to go, who have 
no thoughts of ſeeing God, nor any de- 
ſires after that purity which prepares us 


for it? 


It is not my intention to trouble the 


world with any particular notions af N 
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own ; or to impoſe any unneceſſary rules 
or fancied degrees of perfection, upon 


| any people. But in declaring againſt the 
age, as I have done, I have no more 


followed any particular ſpirit or private 
temper, or any more exceeded the plain 
doctrine of ſcripture, than if I had de- 
clared againſt drunkenneſs and debauchery. 
Let a man but be ſo much a Chri/tzan, as 
not to think it too high a degree of perfec- 
tion, or too firi& and rigid, to be in ear- 
neſt in theſe two petitions, Lead us not 
mio temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
and he has Chriſtanity enough to per- 
ſuade him, that it is neither too high a 
perfection, nor too {fri and rigid, con- 


{tantly to declare againſt, and always to 


avoid, the entertainment of the /tage.. 


